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Rangeland degradation; wildlife as an indicator of the degradation of
rangeland habitat functions

Farajollah Tarnian'and Zahra Asadollahi’

'Assistant Prof ., Department of Range and Watershed Management, College of agriculture and natural resources, Lorestan
University,

College of agriculture and natural resources, Lorestan ,, Department of Environment .Assistant Prof '

University

Abstract

Iran’s natural ecosystems have not been seen as a living place over the past decades, but we saw them only as

a source of production. This production-centric view has led to massive destruction on water, soil, vegetation,
animals, and even the air. The result of the lack of attention to the functions and services of rangeland
ecosystems is the elimination of wildlife (especially wild goats, and ewes). This research attempts to investigate
the trend of the disappearance of these wildlife species from 1300 to today, in an interview with local people and
documentary studies in Susan district of Izeh as a part of Zagros forests. The results showed that wild goats and
rams and ewes existed in the rangelands until the 1930s and 1340s, but in the 1360s there was no existence of
them on the rangelands. Although the results of the interview showed that hunting was the main cause of wildlife
elimination, some interviewees referred to the lack of forage and the destruction of wildlife habitats by humans.
In general, this research showed that in the decades of 1330 and 1340 there was probably a reasonable balance

among human populations, wildlife and domestic animals somehow that was not animal feeding like today, but
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with the advent of technology and population growth In the 1350s, the process of degradation became faster, and
in the 1960s and 1370s, rangeland degradation peaked and continues to this day.

Keywords: total, goat, ram, ewe, rangeland degradation, technology.



