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Abstract

Rangeland, as a one the most complex ecosystems, have a precise relationships between their

components. The lack of proper management, population growth as well as different social and
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economic problems, are the main reasons for severe rangeland degradation. Determination of
rangeland suitability is one the most important issue in rangelands management. The purpose of this
study is to compare effective factors in controlling rangelands suitability for sheep grazing in
diverse ecosystems of Iran. This study use library research that assess different effective factors in
controlling rangelands suitability for sheep grazing based on the analysis of previous studies. Our
assessments showed that some limiting factors have had greater impacts on rangelands suitability
for sheep grazing. Suitability assessments of studied arid and semi-arid rangeland ecosystems
confirmed that slope steepness is a main controlling factor in soil erosion as well as in limiting
sheep grazing where sheep are dominant livestock in these areas. The considerable effect of slope
steepness is because the most rangeland ecosystems of Iran are located in mountainous areas.
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